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NOTES & PHONE NUMBERS
Cancer Support Team Life Lines

Palliative care
(pal-li-a-tiv care) Care that is focused
on giving physical comfort or pain
relief to the patient, rather than trying
to cure the disease.

Pathologist
(path-a-lo-gist) A doctor who studies
abnormal cells and tissues under a
microscope in order to detect diseases.

Pathology
(path-o-lo-gee) The study of disease.

Pediatric
(peed-ee-at-trick) About children.

PET Scan
(pet skan) A diagnostic test that 
shows a sectional view of the body, 
or part of the body, created by
positron-emission tomography.

Port or Portocath
(por-toe-cath) A thin, flexible tube
surgically implanted under the skin
that makes it easier to administer
chemotherapy drugs.

Prognosis
(prog-no-sis) A prediction of a
disease’s outcome. In other words,
what is likely to happen to the patient.

Prosthesis
(pros-thee-sis) An artificial device
created to replace a part of the body
that has been removed by surgery or
as the result of an accident or wound.
Some examples of prosthetic devices
are artificial arms, legs, and breasts.

Radiology
(raid-ee-ol-o-gee) The area of
medicine that uses radiation therapy 
to diagnose and treat disease.

Relapse
(ree-laps) When the symptoms of 
a disease return.

Remission
(ree-mish-in) The period of time
during which a patient with cancer, 
or other disease, stops showing 
signs or symptoms of that disease.

Side Effects
Problems that are caused by medicines
or medical treatments. Some side
effects can be treated to make them
easier to deal with.

Sonogram
(son-e-gram) An image of a body 
part created by sound waves. 
(See Ultrasound.)

Toll-Free Telephone Numbers
In addition to 800 numbers, other 
toll-free numbers begin with 866, 
877, and 888.

Tumor
(too-mur) A lump of body tissue 
that is abnormal, and can grow.
Tumors can be malignant (cancerous)
or benign (without cancer).

Ultrasound
(ull-tra-sow-nd) Amedical test 
that uses the echoes of sound waves 
to create a “picture” of internal 
body parts.
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